
 

 

 

Reading list 2009–10 
83 International political theory  

The current edition of the subject guide is the 2005 edition. This reading list was last updated in May 
2009. Any queries about this reading list should be directed to externalstudy@lse.ac.uk. 

Essential reading 
Baylis, John and Steve Smith (eds) The Globalization of World Politics. (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2008) fourth edition [ISBN 9780199297771]. 
Brown, Chris, Terry Nardin and Nicholas Rengger (eds) International Relations in Political 

Thought: texts from the Ancient Greeks to the First World War. (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2002) [ISBN 9780521575706].  

Brown, Chris Understanding International Relations. (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2009) fourth 
edition [ISBN 978-0230213111 (pbk)]. 

Burchill, S., Andrew Linklater et al Theories of International Relations. (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 
2005) third edition [ISBN 9781403948663]. 

Williams, H., M. Wright and T. Evans (eds) A Reader in International Relations and Political 
Theory. (Milton Keynes: Open University Press, 1993) [ISBN 9780335156672].  

Further reading 
Books 
Bauer, J.R. and D.A. Bell (eds) The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights. (Cambridge & 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999) [ISBN 9780521645362].  
Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce Predicting Politics. (Columbus: Ohio State UP, 2002) [ISBN 

9780814208984].  
Bell, D.A. East Meets West: Human Rights and Democracy in East Asia. (Princeton NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 2000) [ISBN 9780691005072]. 
Booth, K. and S. Smith (eds) International Relations Theory Today. (Cambridge: Polity Press, 

1995) [ISBN 9780271014623].  
Boucher, D. Political Theories of International Relations. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1998) [ISBN 9780198780540]. 
Brown, C. Sovereignty, Rights and Justice: International Political Theory Today. (Cambridge: 

Polity Press, 2002) [ISBN 9780745623030]. 
Clark, I. and I. Neumann (eds) Classical Theories of International Relations. (London: 

Macmillan, 1996) [ISBN 9780312159313].  
Donnelly, J. Realism and International Relations. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2000) [ISBN 9780521592291]. 
Dunne, T. and N.J. Wheeler (eds) Human Rights in Global Politics. (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2002) [ISBN 9780521641388]. 
Forsyth, M. and M. Keens-Soper (eds) The Political Classics: A Guide to the Essential Texts 

from Plato to Rousseau. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992) [ISBN 9780192852823]. 
Forsyth, M. and M. Keens-Soper (eds) The Political Classics: Hamilton to Mill. (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1993) [ISBN 9780198780267]. 
Gallie, W.B. Philosophers of Peace and War. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1978) 

[ISBN 9780521217798].  
George, J. Discourses of Global Politics: a critical (re)introduction to international relations. 

(Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 1994) [ISBN 9781555874469]. 
Groom, A.J.R. and M. Light (eds) Contemporary International Relations: A Guide to Theory. 

(London: Pinter, 1994) [ISBN 9781855670785]. 
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Halliday, F. Rethinking International Relations (London, Macmillan, 1994) [ISBN 
9780774805087]. 

Hampsher-Monk, I. A History of Modern Political Thought: major political thinkers from 
Hobbes to Marx. (Oxford: Blackwell,1992) [ISBN 9781557861474] 

Held, D. Democracy and the Global Order. (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1995) [ISBN 
9780804726870]. 

Hobson, J.M. The State and International Relations. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2000) [ISBN 9780521643542]. 

Hollis, M. and S. Smith Explaining and Understanding International Relations. (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1991) [ISBN 0198275889 or new edition ISBN 9780198275893].  

Holzgrefe, J.L. and R.O. Keohane Humanitarian Intervention: ethical, legal and political 
dilemmas. (Cambridge: CUP, 2005) [ISBN 9780521821988].  

Kegley, C.W. Controversies in IR Theory: Realism and the Neoliberal Challenge. (London, 
Macmillan, 1995) [ISBN 9780312096533].  

Keohane, R. (ed.) Neorealism and Its Critics. (New York: Columbia UP, 1986) [ISBN 
9780231063487]. 

Knutsen, T. The History of International Relations Theory. (Manchester: Manchester University 
Press, 1992) second edition [ISBN 9780719036606].  

Little R. and M. Smith (eds.) Perspectives on World Politics. (London: Routledge, 2005) third 
edition [ISBN 9780415322768]. 

Luard, E.(ed) Basic Texts in International Relations. (London, Macmillan, 1992) [ISBN 
9780312065119]. Chapters 3, 4, 7, 10, 11, 26.  

Neumann and O. Waever (eds) The Future of International Relations: masters in the making. 
(London: Routledge, 1997) [ISBN 9780415144070].  

Petito, F. and P. Hatzopoulos (eds.) Religion in International Relations. (New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2007) [ISBN 9781403962065].  

Risse,T., S.C. Ropp and K. Sikkink (eds) The Power of Human Rights: international norms and 
domestic change. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999) [ISBN 9780521650939]. 

Thompson, K. Fathers of International Thought: the legacy of political theory. (Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana State University Press, 1994) [ISBN 9780807119068]. 

Smith, S., K. Booth and M. Zalewski (eds) International Theory: positivism and beyond. 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996) [ISBN 9780521474184]. 

Steans, J. Gender and International Relations. (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998) [ISBN 
9780813525129]. 

Weber, C. International Relations Theory: a critical introduction. (London: Routledge, 2005) 
second edition [ISBN 9780415342087]. 

Wheeler, N. Saving Strangers: humanitarian intervention in international society. (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2003) new edition [ISBN 9780199253104] 

Wight, M. International Theory: the three traditions. eds Wight, G. and B. Porter (Leicester: 
Leicester University Press, 1991) [ISBN 9780841913257]. 

Williams, H. International Relations in Political Theory (Milton Keynes: Open University 
Press,1992) [ISBN 9780335156276].  

Woods, N. (ed.) Explaining International Relations Since 1945 (Oxford: OUP, 1996) [ISBN 
9780198741954]. 

Wyn Jones, R. (ed.) Critical Theory and World Politics. (Boulder CO, Lynne Rienner, 2001) 
[ISBN 9781555878023].  

Journals 
Adler, A. ‘Seizing the Middle Ground’, European Journal of International Relations (3) 1997, 

pp. 319–364.  
Blanchard, E. ‘Gender, International Theory, and the Development of Feminist Security 

Theory’, Signs: Journal of Women, Culture and Society 28(4) 2003. 
Brown, C. ‘International Theory and International Society: the viability of the middle way’, 

Review of International Studies 21(2) 1995, pp. 183–196. 
Cox, M. ‘September 11th and the U. S. Hegemony – Or Will the 21st Century Be American 

Too?’, International Studies Perspectives (3) 2002, pp. 53–70 
Deudney, D. & G.J. Ikenberry ‘The Nature and Sources of Liberal International Order’, Review 

of International Studies 25(2) 1999, pp. 179–196.  
‘Forum on the English School’, Review of International Studies 27(3) 2001, pp. 465–513.  
Huntington, S. ‘The Clash of Civilizations’, Foreign Affairs (72) 1993, pp. 22–49  
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Ikenberry, G.J. ‘American Power and the Empire of Capitalist Democracy’, Review of 
International Studies (27) 2001, pp. 191–212.  

Keohane, R. ‘International Institutions: Two Approaches’, International Studies Quarterly (32) 
1988, pp. 379–96  

‘Forum on American Realism’, Review of International Studies 29(3) 2003, pp. 401–460. 
Mallaby, S. ‘The Reluctant Imperialist: Terrorism, Failed States and the Case for American 

Empire’, Foreign Affairs 81(2) 2002, pp. 318–345  
Nye, J. ‘Neorealism and Neoliberalism’, World Politics 40(2) 1988, pp. 235–251 
Tickner, J. Ann ‘Feminist Perspectives on 9/11’, International Studies Perspectives 3(4) 2002, 

pp. 333–350. 
Wendt, A. ‘The Agent-Structure Problem in International Relations Theory’, International 

Organization 41(3) 1987, pp. 335–370  
Wendt, A. ‘Anarchy is What States Make of It: the social construction of power politics’, 

International Organization (46) 1992, pp. 391–426. 
Wohlforth, W. ‘American Primacy’, Foreign Affairs 81(4) 2002. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Making use of the Online library
• To help you read extensively, all External students have free access to the University of 

London Online library where you will find the full text or an abstract for many of the journal 
articles listed for this unit.  

• The Online library is accessed via the Student Portal at http://my.londonexternal.ac.uk/ 

• For most journals, the username and password you need is the same as the one which you 
have been sent to use for logging in to the Student Portal.  


