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General Information

Programme title

BSc Development and Economics

Final award

'BSc' Bachelor of Science

FHEQ level of final award

Honours 'H' Level

Associated programmes
(including short courses)

Access route; Diploma in Economics; all the BSc programmes within Economics,
Finance, Management and the Social Sciences

FHEQ level of associated
award(s)

Certificate 'C' Level; Honours 'H' Level

Awarding body University of London

Lead College London School of Economics

Programme Director Rosemary Gosling

Mode of study External Study

Programme accredited by Not accredited by any other body

Programme started September 2002

Study year start date September

Relevant QAA subject Economics

benchmarks http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/statements/Economics.pdf

Registration period

Minimum 3 years (or two years with maximum exemption); Maximum 8 years

Average time to graduation

3 years

Teaching Institution
attendance required?

No attendance is required, however some institutions offer full teaching support

Admission Details
Intake quota No quota applies.
Admissions requirements General

To be eligible to register for a first degree as an External student an applicant
must:

e normally be at least 17 years of age at the time of registration and

e have passes in:

either two subjects at GCE 'A' Level, and at least three further subjects at GCSE
or GCE 'O' Level (at not less than grade C or a 'pass' if taken prior to 1975)

or three subjects at GCE 'A' Level (with one ‘A’ level at not less than grade D)
or three subjects at GCE 'A' Level, and one further subject at GCE 'O' Level (at
not less than grade C)

or two subjects at GCE 'A' Level, and two further subjects at'AS' Level.

The University will accept other qualifications in place of those above.



http://www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/statements/Economics.pdf

The University reserves the right to request applicants to provide evidence
acceptable to the University of oral and written competence in English.

Specific

In addition applicants are required to demonstrate that they have reached a level of
competence in Mathematics at least equivalent to a pass at GCSE/GCE O Level in
a Mathematical subject at Grade C or above.

Refer to the Programme Regulations for degrees and diplomas in Economics,
Management, Finance and the Social Sciences that are reviewed annually.

Possible exemptions

Exemptions are given to students
who have qualifications outside the
University of London; students will
be exempt from subjects but no
mark will count.

There is currently a limit on the
number of exemptions that can be
awarded - up to one third of a
degree.

Students may apply for exemptions from up to four full Foundation units. There
are no exemptions from Further units.

Credit and
transfer/progression
arrangements

Credits are given to students who
have University of London
qualifications; students can be
credited with the same or
equivalent subject previously
passed and the mark they achieved
will carry.

Applications for credit from students and graduates of the University of London
will be considered on a discretionary basis.

A student who successfully completes the Access route for External students will
be deemed to have satisfied entry requirements for the degrees in Economics,
Management, Finance and Social Sciences through the Standard Route and may
proceed to one of these degrees as an External student and be credited with certain
units.

A student who had been awarded the University of London Diploma in
Economics for External students will be deemed to have satisfied the entrance
requirements for the degrees Economics, Management, Finance and Social
Sciences through the Standard Route and may proceed to one of these degrees as
an External student and be credited with certain units.

Programme Qutcomes

Distinctive features of the
Programme

This degree combines the study of economics with the study of economic and
social development in the North and South. It provides a framework within which
the key theories that underpin the development process - economic, sociological,
political and/or geographical - can be studied. The main focus is the world’s
developing countries although developmental issues at the sub-national level are
also considered.

Students are given the opportunity to use their own knowledge of the development
process where they live and case study material will be drawn from South East
Asia, Latin America and Africa.

Possible routes to further
study

Successful completion of the degree may allow students to progress to
postgraduate study in the fields of Economics, Management, Finance or the Social
Sciences.

Possible graduate

Graduates of this programme may go on to work in a development agency in
developing countries or pursue a career in development promotion with a




employment routes

government planning agency or non-governmental organisations. Skills acquired
during this degree programme will be of benefit in a wide variety of careers.

Programme Content and
Structure

Learning aims, objectives
and outcomes

Subject Specific Skills

Students will be expected to learn the fundamentals of economics, sociology and
human geography and how these subjects are linked to the process of
development.

Students will be expected to understand how issues such as urbanisation and
industrialisation, housing and infrastructure, poverty and social exclusion,
environmental concerns and gender issues affect the process of development.

Key mathematical and statistical skills are learnt at an early stage in the
programme.

Intellectual Skills

Students who complete the degree programme will expect to have developed the
following skills: to think creatively; to question and analyse information; to
develop arguments in a systematic fashion; to express ideas clearly in written
work and to develop problem solving skills by applying theory and theoretical
models in practical situations.

Key Skills

Students who successfully complete the programme should have developed
analytical and communicative competence in order to allow them to undertake
further study at postgraduate level or independent workplace based activities.

Learning and teaching
methods, including support,
guidance, materials provided
and study requirements

The following study materials are provided for students to study for the

programme independently. However, it is also possible to get tuition at a local

institution.

A student will receive:

e Strategies for Success - a study guide

e A Student handbook

e Subject guides for each unit studied. These guides introduce and develop the
topics and offer advice on how to use textbooks.

e Past examination papers and Examiners' reports

e Regulations

Students are required to provide their own textbooks. These will be the real focus

of study.

Additional support offered to students includes:

e A Virtual Campus and Online Library. The External System is developing the
Virtual Campus (www.londonexternal.ac.uk) an online environment
providing support to students.

¢  Student-to-student network - this allows registered students to communicate
with each other studying for the same degree and providing mutual support.

e  University of London library - registered students may use the library.

e LSE also arranges revision courses and summer schools which External
students are invited to attend.

The External System does not provide tuition. However, it is possible to contact
the Director, LSE External Study with questions of an academic nature but the



../Complete/www.londonexternal.ac.uk

Director cannot engage in active or regular contact or tuition. Administrative
enquiries can be directed to External System staff.

Programme structure

The programme consists of twelve units. Units are either Foundation units or
Further units. A minimum of four full Foundation units must be attempted.

Some Further units have units as prerequisites but some do not. A student can take
the Foundation and Further units in any order, provided that the prerequisites are
satisfied. However, most students take the Foundation units first since they are the
building blocks for the units that follow.

In any year that a student enters for an examination he/she may attempt: a
minimum of one new full unit and a maximum of four new full units. The number
of re-sits that are being taken will affect the number of new full units that may be
attempted. In the final year a student may take up to a maximum of five new units,
provided that no re-sits are being sat, or a minimum of one new half unit.

Refer to the Programme Regulations for degrees and diplomas in Economics,
Management, Finance and the Social Sciences that are reviewed annually.

Syllabus

NB For registrations from
1 September 2007

Foundation units (4 units)

Introduction to economics

Statistics 1 (halfunit) and Mathematics 1 (half unit)
Human geography

Principles of sociology

Further units (8 units)

Geographies of development or World Development
Macroeconomics

Microeconomics

Economics of development

Four units from Selection groups

Refer to the Programme Regulations for degrees and diplomas in Economics,
Management, Finance and the Social Sciences that are reviewed annually.

Programme Regulations

Refer to the Programme Regulations for degrees and diplomas in Economics,

Management, Finance and the Social Sciences that are reviewed annually.
http://www.londonexternal.ac.uk/current students/general resources/regulations/index.shtml

Assessment methods,
including the proportion of
the different methods used

Each full unit will be examined by one three-hour unseen written paper and each
half unit will be examined by one two-hour unseen written paper.

Some units will involve the submission of coursework or a project as well as an
unseen written paper.

Refer to the Programme Regulations for degrees and diplomas in Economics,
Management, Finance and the Social Sciences that are reviewed annually.

Marking scheme and
classification criteria

A student is required to take the examination for a total of twelve full units (or the
equivalent). Four full Foundation units must be attempted unless exemption has
been awarded. Classification for Honours or a Pass classification will be based on
a candidate's marks for all twelve units. Foundation and Further units are marked
at the same standard, although Further units normally carry more weight than
Foundation units for classification purposes. To achieve a particular classification
a student must normally obtain at least five passes in Further units at or above that
class.



http://www.londonexternal.ac.uk/current_students/general_resources/regulations/index.shtml

Marks Classification (for non-law units)

70 and over First Class Honours

60-69 Second Class Honours (upper division)
50-59 Second Class Honours (lower division)
40-49 Third Class Honours

34-39 Pass

0-33 Fail

Marks Classification (for law units)

70 and over First Class Honours

60-69 Second Class Honours (upper division)
50-59 Second Class Honours (lower division)
45-49 Third Class Honours

40-44 Pass

0-39 Fail

Refer to the Programme Regulations for degrees and diplomas in Economics,
Management, Finance and the Social Sciences that are reviewed annually.

Estimated study hours overall

If the qualification is to be obtained in the minimum registration period it is
necessary to devote at least 35 hours of study per week on a regular basis.

Intellectual development
(rational of progression
through programme)

Students first study the compulsory Foundation units which provide an essential
introduction to a variety of approaches, methods and subjects. Students are then
expected to study a range of Further units which provide detailed and specialist

study in a range of areas.

Quality Assurance

Particular indicators of
quality

The written materials and other related material for the EMFSS programmes were
developed by academic staff of the University of London, or in some cases other
UK universities with specialist knowledge of the subject matter. Each subject
guide undergoes academic review both by a member of academic staff at LSE and
one external to LSE before it is published for student use. The Internal and
External academic reviews of subject guides focus on the accuracy of the
academic content, the appropriacy of the methodology and level for the subject.

Each EMFSS degree has at least one member of LSE academic staff appointed to
the role of ‘Degree co-ordinator’ both to provide academic advice and to
coordinate procedures associated with maintaining the academic standards and
development of the degree.

Examination papers are set by two senior examiners for each subject appointed by
the University of London. They are chosen from academics at LSE or the
University. In some cases examiners are chosen from other Universities but in all
cases they are selected by the relevant Degree co-ordinator and approved by the
External Programme Board at LSE. The convener of the appropriate Department
at LSE and the Degree co-ordinator review each examination paper and confirm
that the level of examination set for students on the External System is appropriate
and equivalent to similar papers set for internal LSE students. Each examination
paper is also reviewed by an External Examiner, appointed by the University and
the LSE for their expertise in that subject area. All examination scripts are marked
independently by two examiners, reviewed by the chief examiner of that paper,
and in cases of discrepancy between first and second examiners, the chief
examiner adjudicates to establish an agreed mark.




Methods of assuring,
evaluating and improving
quality and standards of the
programme

The University of London statute 66 (2), states that: ‘Candidates granted degrees
and other awards shall have attained the same academic standard irrespective of
mode or place of study or examination.” Degrees and Diplomas awarded to
External students are, therefore, examined to the same standard as those granted to
Internal students of the University.

In support of this statute, the External System and individual Lead Colleges share
responsibility for ensuring the quality of External provision. The Quality
Assurance Framework for the External System defines this shared responsibility
and covers areas including:

The bidding process
External programmes must undergo validation & approval under Lead College
mechanisms and with reference to national QAA benchmark statements.

Student and programme management
This includes the admission, registration and progression of students,
establishment of assessment procedures and appointment of boards of examiners.

System wide matters

Academic policy and development is the responsibility of the External System
Lead Colleges Committee, the membership of which is made up of representatives
of all the Lead Colleges at Vice-Principal level. The qualifications framework for
External programmes outlines the different levels of undergraduate and
postgraduate study and the awards which may be made to External students.

Systematic reporting and the review process

External Examiners make annual reports on assessment procedures and standards
set and achieved. Annual Programme Reports provide annual summaries of
programme information. These reports are considered and acted on as part of an
annual review process.

Programme
validation/approval

This was undertaken by the Undergraduate Studies Sub-Committee. Programme
approval or revalidation would be recommended by Director of External Study
and Degree Co-ordinators and reported to the External Programme Board at LSE.

Appointment of External
Examiners

External Examiners for External Programmes are nominated and appointed by the
Lead College or Consortium, using approval processes which are parallel with
those used for the appointment of External Examiners to Boards of Examiners
assessing College-based students.

Student feedback
mechanisms

External System wide student feedback mechanisms are currently under
development therefore no standard data is available yet.




